Minutes of Thurton Parish Council (TPC)

Wednesday 25" March 2026 — 7:30pm held at Ashby & Thurton Village Hall

In Attendance: | Capps (IC) Chair, ] Whitehouse (JW), A Soanes (AS), P Black (PB),
C Popplewell (CP).

Minutes: T Higlett (TH) (Parish Clerk)

Two members of the public.

1. Apologies for absence
K Calderwood had sent her apologies — council acknowledged.
| Capps chaired the meeting.

2. To receive declarations of Interest for items on the agenda and to consider any requests
for dispensations.
None

3. Public Forum including County and District Councillors.
County Councillor — March report available on parish website
District Councillor — not in attendance.
Clerk advised the council she was in receipt of correspondence from Clir Mason Billig
stating that funding has been allocated to progress the delivery of a crossing on the A146.
Cllr Mason Billig apologised that NCC highways had not kept council in the loop and
advised she would contact NCC officers as a matter of urgency so they could advise on
progress to the parish council. This was followed by correspondence from the
Programme Engineer who advised that the scheme has now been allocated to a designer
and they would contact council once an outline design had been completed for
discussion. CP suggested a press release to advise the public. Chair asked CP to write one
on behalf of the council. Once completed, it will be circulated to councillors for approval.

4. To approve the minutes from the meeting held on the 12 January 2026. Meeting had
been rescheduled from the 5% January due to inclement weather.
These were approved.

5. Matters arising from the Minutes

1. Accidental repairs to Loddon bound bus shelter - Scaffolders have applied for a
licence to erect scaffold. Contractor can then progress with repairs. Member of
public advised that the Hobart school should be advised of pending repairs as
school bus stops in this area. Clerk to contact school. If school closed due to
Easter, suggest contacting school bus operator.

2. Update on bus shelter installation at Prospect Place. Bergh Apton PC advised KC
They had discussed the proposal and studied the quotation but decided they
could not afford to go ahead. They had concluded that the outlay does not
represent good value for money as so few people in the Parish would benefit. As
funding closed in January 2026, members proposed that should funding became
available again from NCC they would consider putting a shelter on the opposite
side of the road at Prospect Place heading towards Loddon but move current
location of stop away from the bend. It was proposed that the application would
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not be in joint partnership.

Maintenance to Norwich bound bus shelter — B S Mindham builders had
submitted a quotation of £2410 to conduct repairs to the framework. Clerk had
contacted NCC regarding bus shelter grant which council applied for in 2025, and
they advised they will pay £1,928.00. Councils’ contribution will be £482.00.
Quotations had been obtained by the Council last year. The appointed contractor
at the time later confirmed that, due to family commitments, he was unable to
proceed with the repair work. Council had found it very difficult sourcing a
company to conduct the repairs. B'S Mindham will conduct repairs once Loddon
bound bus shelter is completed.

6. Responding to and working with other bodies.
1. Planning

a. 2025/2460 Proposal: Outline planning permission for a proposed residential
development consisting of 24 Dwellinghouses (8 Affordable Dwellinghouses).
Location: Land South of Vale Road Thurton.

Appendix 1. Parish councils’ comments to planning application.

Vote to advise against application. Proposed by PB and seconded by IC.

CP advised she has contacted South Norfolk Tree Protection team with a view to
applying for TPO’s to be placed on trees which may be affected by the
application.

Update on Norfolk County Council De-lllumination of streetlights on Norwich
Road.

Norfolk County Council have advised that there have been no recorded day or
night accidents in this area and will continue the trial until the summer, allowing
further time to evaluate the longer-term effects before reaching a final decision.
The Big South Norfolk Litter Pick.

JW advised the village hall have shown an interest in taking part. All those
entering will be awarded £50 as a thank you and automatically entered a draw to
win one of five £500 prizes to spend on their community.

South Norfolk in Bloom Fund.

Discussion will be included in Agenda item 8.6

7. Management of the Parish Council

1.

Subscribing to Norfolk Association of Local Clerks.

Norfolk PTS subscription is up for renewal in April. Clerk spoke of county
associations like Norfolk ALC who offer a package of support for parish and town
councils, including training, websites, payroll services, and help with secure
gov.uk email provision. Members presently do not require a gov.uk email account
but this could become a most in the near future and through clerk forums the
Norfolk ALC has been described as user friendly in setting up. Subscription to
NALC would cost £137.00 and this includes subscription to National ALC. Domain
registration and Unlimited email addresses £51.70 +VAT. Council in favour of
subscription but will await cost of Norfolk PTS subscription this year.

Annual Parish meeting.

Council in favour of holding meeting prior to the Annual Parish Council meeting.
This is scheduled to be held on 27" May.
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3. Banking — Interest account.
Propose looking into a savings account with Lloyds later in the year.

Assertion 10 training update.

Clerk attended the Digital & Data Compliance course in January at the request of
the parish council. Assertion 10, digital and data compliance, is a new mandatory
declaration that will form part of the parish council’s 2025/26 annual governance
and accountability return. The core themes are email management compliance,
website accessibility standards, FOIl and transparency duties, data protection
responsibilities and IT policy requirements. To comply with assertion 10 to the
AGAR (Annual Governance and Accountability Return) the website has been
checked for accessibility using WAVE and the IT policy has been added to the
website. Members were in receipt of course hand out.

8. Finance

1. Councils current financial standing on 24 February 2026 £18,038.08
2. The following payments were approved.

o0 oo

T Higlett Salary March - £319.57

HMRC — Taxation for period 12 -£73.60

Lloyd’s bank - £4.25

T Higlett — expenses Computer security - £29.99

3. Payments made between meetings

Qo0 oo

T Higlett February Salary £319.77
HMRC — Taxation period 11 £73.40
C J Hall — bus stop cleaning - £75.00
Lloyds Bank - £4.25

4, Rece|pts since last meeting.
SLCC Bursary refunded - £120.00.
5. Community Infrastructure report to South Norfolk Council.
Council reported there had been no spending in 2025/26.
It was proposed council should investigate the purchase of grit bins, seating, and
planters from Community Infrastructure Levy Fund of £2275.68.

6. Grant applications

a.

b.

Request from WI for a grant towards plants near public rights of way lectern and

the commemorative tree.

Council requested a quote should obtained for plants and soil. Council could
apply for funding from the South Norfolk in Bloom fund where £1 is available for
every resident with a requirement of at least 50% match funding.

School grant towards biodiversity.

School have received £700 from the Tesco fund to spend on their wildlife area.
Clerk will send a grant application form for completion.

7. To approve clerks’ mileage, claim January 2025 — January 2026.
This was approved.

9. Highways and Village Issues.

1. Village sign refurbishment
IC had received a quotation of £200. Clerk will follow up on quote. Original colours to

be confirmed as design is taken from the stained-glass window in Thurton church.
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2. A146 Fixed Camera figures for 2025
Total offences for 2025 - 1042

3. Rural Road safety — editorial from Ben Goldsborough MP
Council aware and no comments made.

4. Installation of dog bin signage
IC to erect.

Council also suggested asking CJ Hall if he could maintain the lectern and parish
council noticeboard, which could do with staining.

10. Correspondence.
1. Greater Norwich Local Plan — Call for Sites 9th February to 26th March 2026

11. General Parish Issues (for information only).
Lion steps on parish owned land require the weeds to be sprayed.

12. Date of next meeting 27™ May 2026
Meeting closed at 21:35

Appendix 1.

Response to planning application.

The Parish Council is concerned that this proposal is being assessed in isolation, ignoring the
combined pressure of nearly 400 new households currently being added to this specific 2-mile
stretch of the A146 (including developments at Chedgrave (in consultation) and Loddon.

The parish council is concerned with highway safety. Norfolk County Council carried out at a
survey in 2025 of the A146 in Thurton. It stated that there is a high volume of traffic and that
85% speed of vehicles is more than 35pmh.

Crossing movements were also recorded over a 280m stretch of A146, in which 85% of crossing
movements occur over 30m at three points, one of which was Vale Road, where the southeast
bound bus stop is located.

Given that the bus stop towards Loddon which must be accessed by crossing Vale Road is used
daily by over 20 school children, the anticipated increase of more than 52 vehicle movements
associated with the proposed development presents a clear and unacceptable safety risk to
young pedestrians and other bus stop users.

Adding an estimated 52+ daily vehicle movements from Vale Road onto a primary route that has
seen 42 recorded accidents (EDP) since 2021 creates a collective safety hazard. The A146 is a
high-speed strategic road; the steady increase of multiple medium sized developments is
creating a level of "stop-start" congestion and junction pressure that the current infrastructure is
not designed to absorb

There are significant concerns regarding the likely overspill parking onto surrounding roads due
to insufficient on-site parking provision. While the proposed private properties appear to allow
for 2—3 parking spaces each, no dedicated parking has been allocated for the social housing
units. This imbalance is likely to result in additional vehicles being parked onto nearby residential
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streets, increasing congestion, reducing visibility, and creating further safety risks for pedestrians
and road users.

The parish council’s biodiversity plan includes the following for consideration on all development
applications.

e Minimising light pollution through downward-facing, low-intensity lighting.
» Use of water-permeable driveways and garden surfacing to support sustainable drainage.
e Installation of biodiversity-enhancing features such as swift bricks and bat boxes.

¢ Incorporation of permeable boundary treatments, including hedgehog holes, to maintain
small-animal movement corridors.

Consensus of councillors from the documents currently submitted by the applicant that the
information provided is contradictory and have no confidence in the documents provided.
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