Meeting to discuss concerns around A146.

In attendance representatives from Ashby St Mary PC (ASM), Bergh Apton (BA) and Thurton
Parish Council (TPC).

Chairman of Thurton PC — | Capps opened the meeting by welcoming councillors from
neighbouring villages.

At the last meeting of Thurton Parish Council, County Councillor Kay Mason Billig was in
attendance. Councillors voiced their concerns over the speed limit through Thurton and
referred to the Norfolk Speed Management policy 2020. New developments have grown up
over the years increasing the flow of traffic on the A146 these include Loddon and Beccles
with another 180 homes in Loddon in the near future. Loddon has also been designated a
preferred option for development in the emerging Greater Norwich Local Plan.

TPC proposed inviting members of neighbouring pc’s to an informal meeting to discuss
concerns around diversions which are put in place when there is an incident on the A146
which affect neighbouring villages, speed, and safety.

e TPC have been concerned with the pedestrian refuge island in the ‘dip’ for crossing
the A146. Parish Council are of the opinion that it is not suitable for pedestrians to
cross safely at and needs to be more substantial. Pedestrians must have good
judgement of motor vehicle speeds and gaps in vehicle traffic. Pedestrians may have
to wait much longer for a gap in vehicle traffic to cross safely, compared to a zebra
crossing. Perhaps another refuge island could be installed between the garage and
the speed camera. This would also mean pedestrians would cross straight into
another road thus taking pedestrians away from walking alongside A146. To address
the crossing of the A146 perhaps the installation of a pelican crossing (traffic signals
for both pedestrians and vehicular traffic which are activated by call buttons for
pedestrians. This summer there was an accident on the A146 Thurton outside The
Crescent. A van ploughed into the verge posts. Fortunately, no one was injured but
this is not the first time this has happened and one day there could be a fatality.

¢ Village Gates have been discussed with Highways. Gateways are effective in
reminding drivers they are entering a different environment. TPC are keen to
investigate these further and to look at obtaining grant funding through the Parish
Partnership Plan. Clerk has been asked to investigate the cost. Council have been
discussing the appropriate location. Ideally before Prospect Place, but location would
be within the boundaries of Bergh Apton and Ashby St Mary on the approach to
Thurton. Chaiman of Bergh Apton PC suggested the installation of gateways would
have to be discussed at BA pc meeting along with the reduction of speed from
40mph to 30mph. However, would be happy to see slow down signs. Hellington
Corner is expected to be made 50pmh. Question was asked as to who sets the
policies for NCC highways and perhaps this is where correspondence should be
addressed too.



o Diversions around the A146. Earlier this summer Thurton experienced a burst water
main. The A146 was closed, and a diversion was put in place which was considered
not a sensible route. Small roads experienced unprecedented volumes of traffic. As
with a lot of country roads some have no footpaths and public are forced to walk
along the road. Due to the volume of the traffic people found it was not safe to walk
on these routes. There was also a lack of signage, and it was noted that diversion
signage closer to Thurton and Hellington was largely non-existent after leaving the
A146. The road so far has been closed on three occasions during 2022/23. Council
have been advised that the pipe work is 50 years old and as a rule has a life
expectancy of 40 to 70 years. It is unknown when it is scheduled to be replaced and
therefore expect more problems in the future. TPC would like to see a sensible
diversion in place when it is necessary to close the A146 and a letter to Norfolk
County Council Streetworks, Norfolk Police and Highways will be sent requesting this
for the future. It sometimes feels as if the motorist doesn’t seem to matter.

Action points

Going forward it was proposed a working group consisting of members of the three parishes
should evolve. With a shared understanding, it will hopefully have a more dynamic result
than that of one parish council. It is probably also unprecedented to have three councils
coming together. All future meetings should include both District and County councillors if
members deem this to be necessary.

Bergh Apton will advise their community in pc newsletter. Thurton and Ashby likewise will
reach out to their public via social media, posters etc.

A joint action plan will be drawn up from consultations by early December. Campaign
proposals to be finalised at a joint meeting of the parish councils in December with
campaign commencing January 2024.

Draft letter to Norfolk County Council Streetworks, Norfolk Police and Highways over
concerns around diversions will be sent to parish councils for approval. Clerk will also
contact neighbouring village Yelverton with Alpington PC to see if they would like to be
included.
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